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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Baker Consultants, with DSA Environment + Design and MOLA, were commissioned to produce a 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for Worsbrough Mill and Country Park (WMCP) by the Dearne 
Valley Landscape Partnership (DVLP) on behalf of Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council (BMBC).  

The purpose of the CMP is to support the development of a new set of future management aims, objectives 
and actions and is required to supersede the existing CMP running from 2011 to 2016.  The document is 
for use by the Arts and Heritage Service, maintenance contractors, the Visitor Services Team, the Friends of 
Worsbrough Mill and any other voluntary groups who may wish to become involved in the management of 
Worsbrough Mill Museum and Country Park.

Following desktop work and the start of field surveys, a structure for the CMP was agreed.  The CMP 
focuses on three themes; Landscape,  Biodiversity  and  Heritage.  In order to make the CMP more readable, 
the bulk of the biodiversity and heritage studies are contained in the appendices together with the initial 
proposals for Worsbrough Mill Bakery, Public Rights of Way maps, land ownerships maps, the feedback from 
the Green Flag 2014 assessment and the photographic audit of landscape features.  All this has informed the 
landscape study.

The landscape study uses landscape character to identify six landscape management zones covering the 
park.  These are identified on maps.  For each zone, we describe the attributes, identify function and aims 
and propose management objectives.  These combine to form a proposed Five Year Plan, operations for 
which are shown graphically on a series of maps.  More detail is contained in the ‘biodiversity’ section of the 
appendix.

The Green Flag assessment was our starting point.  It identified a number of areas for improvement in 
existing management, and reinforces the need for the CMP to be succint, attractive and readable.

It became clear early on, in discussions with the DVLP and BMBC that several key issues should be 
addressed to ensure that the recomendations made within this report can be successfully implemented, 
tracked and reviewed.  These key issues are:

CONTACT
There is currently no dedicated point of contact for the park to communicate between the many different 
stakeholders interested in the park and its management and the public.

BOUNDARY
Parts of the site boundary and ownership are uncertain.  Different sources show slightly different boundary 
lines and ownerships.

IDENTITY
There is general agreement that the park’s identity is somewhat unclear; the actual name seems to vary (for 
instance on signage) and there is little to announce or celebrate the park on surrounding roads.

The vision for the park, that this CMP aims to help achieve, is to:

‘PROTECT THE FUTURE OF THE PARK AS A UNIQUE 
VISITOR DESTINATION WITH THE MILL AT ITS HEART.’

From a biodiversity point of view the park contains a diverse range of terrestrial and aquatic habitats, which 
contribute to the ecological interest of the Barnsley area.  Semi-natural broadleaved woodland is the most 
extensive terrestrial habitat and supports a diverse range of species including willow tit and lesser spotted 
woodpecker.  A wide range of animals are also associated with the aquatic habitats and the reservoir and 
canal are both important local fisheries.  Signal crayfish are present in the aquatic habitats and the presence 
of this species could have an adverse impact on biodiversity.

The mature semi-natural woodlands have a high forest structure that has developed as a consequence of 
limited management intervention and are generally in favourable condition.  The woodlands have localised 
infestations of Himalayan balsam and control is likely to be of ecological benefit.

Plantation woodlands will benefit from thinning and coppicing to diversify the structure, encourage lower 
level vegetation and create habitat for animals.

It is suggested grassland management will be relaxed to enhance the ecological interest of the land, with 
grazing tenancy extended, without compromising access for informal recreation and angling.  Hay cutting 
should be delayed to encourage the chimney sweeper moth. 

Hedgerows are to be trimmed and layed to maintain good condition. Coppicing and planting of emergent 
vegetation is proposed to enhance the reservoir’s northern shoreline.  Other smaller tasks including routine 
vegetation clearance in and around the millpond and localised planting of willows to screen buildings.

From a heritage point of view the Mill and café, with associated buildings, are plainly the major attraction 
on the site.  Development of the bakery would increase visitors and presupposes that the connections 
with carparks (and especially signage) would be improved.  It would be important as part of this to unify 
signage and interpretation, expand this into themed trail or routes, and create a strong ‘brand’ that cements 
connections both within the park and beyond.

The main thrust of the CMP aims to PROTECT what the park already has, through the Five Year Plan.  The 
next stage would be to ENHANCE the visitor ‘offer’ and DEVELOP local relationships and assets for the 
benefit of the park.  

It is envisaged that these management works would help to secure the Green Flag and Country Park status 
for the park in the short term.  There are of course a number of longer term ideas and schemes to improve 
the park that extend well beyond the remit of a five year management plan.  We have suggested what the 
opportunities might be.  These include:

• Rebranding the Country Park;

• Creating feature entrances using signage and artworks;   

• Developing trail networks with links to surrounding landscape and visitor destinations;

• Developing measured, timed and varying difficulty trails to provide engagement opportunities 
with health professionals;

• Engaging local people, through activities, workshops and volunteering opportunites; and 

• Letting the other available units that form part of the Mill complex along with the bakery.
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Section 1

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Project Background

1.1.1 The Dearne Valley Landscape Partnership (DVLP), working with Barnsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council (BMBC), has commissioned the production of a 5 
year conservation management plan for Worsbrough Mill & Country Park (2016-
2021). The conservation management plan (CMP) is intended to support the 
site’s maintenance, conservation and development, setting this within the policies 
and aspirations of BMBC. A number of previous conservation management plans 
have been produced for the site, including the existing plan covering 2011-2016. 
However, due to the council’s recent organisational, strategic and operational 
changes, a new plan is required to account for and accommodate these changes 
within the local authority, creating a new framework for the future management of 
the site. The plan will highlight the significance of the site, attempt to increase the 
understanding of all those involved in its management and operational activity and 
investigate new ways of incorporating best practices.

1.1.2 The CMP will support the development of a new set of future management aims, 
objectives and actions and is required to supersede the existing CMP running 
from 2011 to 2016. The document is intended for use by the Arts and Heritage 
Service, maintenance contractors, the Visitor Services’ Team, the Friends of 
Worsbrough Mill and any other voluntary groups who may wish to become 
involved in the management of Worsbrough Mill Museum and Country Park.

1.1.3 The new plan will be seen in context with other work being developed in parallel 
by consultants currently looking at the strategic vision for the overall site and 
another team looking at the potential for the development of an onsite bakery. 

1.2 Aims of the Document

1.2.1 The CMP intends to achieve the following:
•  Define and describe the landscape, ecology, conservation and recreational value 
of the Country Park and Mill heritage complex and its role In a national, regional 
and local context.
•  Provide support for the development of strategic management aims and 
objectives for the site.
•  Support the retention of Green Flag accreditation and Country Park 
designation, whilst ensuring the site’s status as a Local Nature Site (LWS) is 
sustained and maintained.

•  Establish a framework for monitoring and assessing management of the site and 
its evolution.
•  Provide a 5-year management & operational work plan, with an aspirational 
action plan beyond this period.
•  Identify, enhance and plan to sustain local biodiversity and priority habitats.
•  Help to encourage community involvement and maximize the potential for 
volunteer input and organized activity and in doing so help to promote wider 
support for the site.
•  Assist with accessing additional external funding sources and help to identify 
future capital and revenue streams.
•  Ensure that maintenance standards are kept as high as possible and that 
horticultural and conservation excellence is demonstrated.
•  Ensure that the value of the park complex as a public resource is protected, 
enhanced and maximized.

1.2.2 In summary, the new Conservation Management Plan will make every effort 
to ensure that  the park is managed in a way which encourages greater visitor 
potential, involves the local community in as wide a role as feasible and develops 
its wildlife potential in a sustainable manner.

1.3 The Site

1.3.1 Site Location

1.3.1.1 National Grid Reference: SE 346 035

1.3.1.2  Worsbrough Mill and Country Park (WMCP) is located 2.5 km south of the 
centre of Barnsley, South Yorkshire, lying 0.5 kilometres southwest to the town of 
Worsbrough. The Park is situated on the main A61 Sheffield to Barnsley Road and 
less than 3 miles from Junction 36 of the M1 motorway at Tankersley.

1.3.2 Site Extent and Boundaries

1.3.2.1 The WMCP covers a total area of 62.5 hectares, comprising some 16ha of 
woodland and 24ha of open water reservoir. The park extends from the reservoir 
and areas of mixed woodland to the west of the A61, including the Mill complex 
and along the River Dove valley and Worsbrough Canal basin to the east, with a 
more extensive area of broadleaved woodland to the south east. The northern 
boundary of the park is partly defined by grazing paddocks and sections of the 
Trans Pennine National Cycle Trail.  The exact boundary of the Country Park 
seems to vary depending on information source.  These various boundaries are 
shown on drawing 0974 001 in Section 1.3.7
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1.3.3 Historic Context 	(Please	also	refer	to	Appendix	B	–	Historic	Findings)

1.3.3.1 The first record of a mill at Worsbrough was documented in the Domesday Book 
of 1086; although the exact location of the mill along the River Dove is unknown, 
documentary evidence can be traced back from this date to 1625, which is the 
likely date of the existing old mill. The two storey stone structure known as the 
‘old mill’ belongs to a complex buildings on site today, including a 17th century 
water powered mill, and a later 19th century steam powered mill. By the early 
20th century Worsbrough New Mill became disused and the steam engine was 
scrapped.

1.3.3.2 The reservoir, completed in 1804, was originally built to supply water to the 
Worsbrough branch of the Dearne and Dove Canal, which was completed in 1804 
and was later enlarged in 1826, creating an extra 20 acres of surface water.  Due 
to subsidence and the arrival of the railways the canal was closed to traffic in 1906 
and abandoned in 1961, but a section of the original canal basin still remains within 
the eastern section of the Country Park.

1.3.3.3 The tramway which runs at the side of the mill along the south side of the 
reservoir was probably opened in 1821 to serve Stoney Royd, Ratten Row and Top 
Pit. In 1832 it also carried coal and iron from Pilley Hills Colliery and Ironstone 
Works. The trucks that ran on this tramway were pulled by ponies and stationary 
engines worked the inclines. Ponies were stabled in the buildings in the mill yard 
and the mill supplied oats for their feed.

1.3.3.4 Following the cessation of mining activities, the West Riding Authority acquired 
what is now the Worsbrough Country Park site from the National Coal Board in 
1971.

1.3.3.5 In 1972 West Riding County Council began to restore the mill as a working 
museum, after the building had deteriorated over the years, from severe weather 
and neglect in the late 1950s. As the steam engine had been scrapped in 1922, a 
rare 1911 Hornsby hot-bulb oil engine, was rebuilt in the engine room.

1.3.3.6 A reorganisation in local government in 1974 meant that South Yorkshire County 
Council took over the project. The museum opened to the general public in 1976 
and is now owned by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council (BMBC). 

1.3.3.7 The Mill building that forms the ‘heart’ of the site is Grade II* listed and two other 
buildings, the Mill Cottage and a bridge some 60m to the north of the mill, are also 
Grade II listed on the National Heritage List for England.

1.3.4 Socio-Demographic Context

1.3.4.1 The majority of WMCP is located in the ward of Worsbrough, in the district of 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire and falls under the national character area of the former 
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield. The impact of widespread 
industrialisation is evident in the landscape, and the area, historically has been 
badly affected by the closure of a number of former collieries and industries 
through the cessation of coal mining and associated industries, linked to severe job 
losses locally.

1.3.4.2 The 2011 Census for Worsbrough shows that the area is a predominantly white 
community (97.3%) and is still suffering with high levels of deprivation. Particular 
indicators are as follows:
-Unemployment at 44.5%, is higher than the district, county and national rates 
(38.4%, 35.5% and 33.3% respectively)
-30.8% of residents do not own a car, whilst across the district the figure is 26.9%
-Nearly 28% of Worsbrough residents live in social rented property (Council or 
housing association), compared to 9.4% nationally
-37.5% of the population have no qualifications, compared to the national average 
of 22.5%
-The area suffers from higher than average levels of ill health, with 8% residents 
suffering with bad health (compared with 4.2% in the rest of England and Wales)

1.3.4.3 Nevertheless, WMCP is located at the heart of the South Yorkshire conurbation 
of Sheffield, Barnsley, Rotherham and Doncaster, which also comprises a large 
number of satelite towns and villages equally grown out of the recent industrial 
past. With a regional population of 1.34 million people, WMCP sits comfortably 
within easy reach of this population, being well connected by the main road 
network and directly served by a number of bus routes. Additionally, the park is 
now linked to the Trans Pennine Trail (TPT), part of the National Cycle Network, 
which carried 53,222 users locally during 2014 (pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders).

1.3.5 Designations

1.3.5.1 The parkland surrounding the mill buildings was designated as a Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) in 2000 (drawing 0974 001 in Section 1.3.7), supporting a range 
of water fowl and important UK habitats, such as reedbeds and willow carr 
woodland.

1.3.5.2 The site lies within the South Yorkshire Forest region. The partnership in this area 
was established in 1991, to facilitate economic, environmental and regeneration 
projects across 200 square miles of South Yorkshire’s diverse rural and urban 
landscapes.
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1.3.5.3 The site works within the framework of several council policy documents:
•  Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Byelaws
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/about-us/how-we-work/byelaws
•  Local Development Framework (LDF) which is in the process of being replaced 
by a Local Plan.
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/environment-and-planning/planning/local-
development-framework-local-plan
•  Development Directorate Business Plan (Culture, Housing and Regulation 
Business Unit Business Plan). 
•  Culture and Visitor Economy Service Delivery Plan
•  Planning Policy Guidance
•  Rights of Way 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
•  Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
http://www.barnsleybiodiversity.org.uk/Barnsley%20BAP%202008-12.pdf
•  Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Jobs and Business Plan
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/3484499/bmbc_jobs_and_business_
plan_2014_2017.pdf

1.3.6 Site Ownership and Responisibilities

1.3.6.1 The land comprising Worsbrough Country Park is owned and managed by BMBC 
under the control of the Council’s Arts and Heritage service.  However, the park 
boundary includes land under various tenures. The open meadow land which 
surrounds the park is managed through a lease agreement to Barnsley College 
(Wigfield Farm), including 2.88 ha of meadow, the lease commenced on the 3rd 
Nov 1997, and will continue until otherwise stated, giving 3 months notice. The 
Southern and Eastern banks to the reservoir are leased to Barnsley and District 
Amalgamated Angling Society (BaDAAS). Worsbrough residential flat is a grade II 
listed building, and is currently leased out to an employee as part of their service 
occupation agreement. The lease commenced on the 16th May, 1994; paper work 
was signed on the given date.

1.3.6.2 Under Section 10 of the Reservoirs Act, 1975 BMBC have a duty to appoint an 
Engineer to inspect and report upon the reservoir condition every ten years.  
As so as practicable, the inspecting Engineer shall make a report of the result of 
the inspection, or as to measures that should be taken in the interests of safety.  
Under Section 12 of the Reservoirs Act, 1975 a supervising Engineer shall be 
employed to supervise the reservoir and keep BMBC advised of its behavior in 
any respect that might affect safety. 

1.3.6.3 The council also has duties to maintain the existing rights of way through the site.
Responsibilities also extend to the dredging and subsequent disposal of spoil from 
the reservoir under The Environmental Protection Act (1990).

1.3.6.4 Within the site boundary are two sewage Klargesters that serve the mill buildings 
and treat the waste sewage effluent. These are managed by asset management 
within BMBC, which benefits from the professional support and guidance from the 
Environment Agency, who also monitors the treated effluent subsequently fed into 
the nearby watercourse.

1.3.6.5 The primary Stakeholder Group comprises: BMBC, the DVLP, Barnsley College 
(Wigfield Farm), Barnsley and District Amalgamated Angling Society (BaDAAS) 
and the Friends of Worsbrough Mill. However, part of the canal basin is presently 
occupied by the Wombwell White Rose Angling Club  (WWRAC), who take 
responsibility for some basic maintenance operations around the water body.

1.3.7 Landscape Fabric

1.3.7.1  The site lies well within National Character Area (NCA) 38: Nottinghamshire, 
Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield.  This NCA is a long stretch of the country 
that runs broadly north south from Leeds, through Rotherham and the east of 
Sheffield down to Ilkeston, to the West of Nottingham.

1.3.7.2 The key characteristics of the NCA are described as follows:

•  A low-lying landscape of rolling ridges with rounded sandstone escarpments and 
large rivers running through broad valleys, underlain by Pennine Coal Measures.
•  Local variations in landscape character reflecting variations in underlying 
geology.
•  Several major rivers flow through the rural and urban areas of the NCA, 
generally from west to east in broad valleys.
•  A mixed pattern of built-up areas, industrial land, pockets of dereliction and 
farmed open country.
•  Small, fragmented remnants of pre-industrial landscapes and more recent 
creation of semi-natural vegetation, including woodlands, river valley habitats and 
subsidence flashes, with field boundaries of clipped hedges or fences.
•  Many areas affected by urban fringe pressures creating fragmented landscapes, 
some with a dilapidated character, separated by substantial stretches of intact 
agricultural land in both arable and pastoral use.
•  A strong cultural identity arising from a history of coal mining, steel making 
and other heavy industry which resulted from the close relationship between 
underlying geology and resource availability, notably water power, iron ore and 
coal.
•  Features of industrial heritage such as mills, goits, tips, old railway lines, canals 
and bridges are evident, along with former mining villages.
•  Many large country houses and estates established by wealthy industrialists 
in the 18th and 19th centuries and ancient monuments create focal points and 
important recreational opportunities within the landscape, such as Bretton Hall, 
Wentworth, Woodhouse, Temple Newsam, Nostell Priory, Bolsover Castle and the 
ruins of Codnor Castle.
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•  Widespread influence of transport routes, including canals, roads and railways, 
with ribbon developments emphasising the urban influence in the landscape.
•  An extensive network of multi-user trails on former railway lines and canal 
towpaths, such as the Trans Pennine Trail and the Ebor Way.

1.3.7.3 The landscape of, and surrounding, the country park fits well within this 
characteristic description.  The ‘heart’ of the site, set around the Mill buildings and 
reservoir is generally flat, with steep sided valley slopes to the south.  The site 
lies at around 50m AOD (Above Ordnance Datum) to the east, along the line of 
the river and canal basin, rising to around 80m AOD to the south where the park 
climbs the valley slope towards Worsbrough Village.

1.3.7.4 The  park is easily accessible from the local settlements of  Worsbrough Bridge 
and Dale to the north and Worsbrough Village and Birdwell to the south, with 
regular bus routes along the A61, which runs through the middle of the park.  The 
park lies close to the M1 motorway, between junctions 36 and 37, making access 
from further afield relatively easy.

1.3.7.5 The Public Right of Way (PRoW) network throughout the area is quite extensive, 
allowing good access to the site on foot or bicycle.  A number of footpaths cross 
the site, runnning generally north south, with a lesser number running east west.  
The Trans-Penine Trail (TPT, a national, coast to coast route for pedestrians, 
cyclists and in parts horses) runs east west, along the northern boundary of the 
site, but does not enter the park.

1.3.7.6 The internal path network of the park is generally good.  In some areas the path 
network is restricted to a single looped route.  The eastern arm of the park has 
no formal PRoW through it, so the looped internal footpath network provides the 
only access through it.

1.3.7.7 The PRoW network extends from the park to a variety of other landscapes and 
visitor destinations in the local area.  To the north, just across the TPT, is Wigfield 
Farm, a popular farm park destination owned by Barnsley College.  To the south 
west are two areas of open access woodland, Birdwell Wood (owned by The 
Woodland Trust) and The Old Park (owned by The Forestry Commission), which 
straddle the M1, and to the south east is a reclaimed ‘ex-tip’ landscape with a mix 
of habitat and vegetation types along with strongly varied topography. 

1.3.7.8 The country park supports a wide variety of landscape and habitat types, including 
deciduous broadleaf and wet woodland, the reservoir, canal basin and wetland 
habitat and a network of open meadows.

1.3.7.9 Woodland is the dominant landscape type in the park and tends to cover the 
extremities of the park, with some small ‘fingers’ extended into the heart of 
the park around the mill buildings and car park.  The reservoir tributaries and 
the River Dove create a wet woodland habitat type for most of the site, with 

some areas of more elevated land being dominated by drier woodland.  This is in 
particular to the south where the areas of Woolley Bank and Bell Bank woods 
cover the southern banks of the Dove Valley.  Some of the woodland has been 
identified as Ancient, Semi Natural woodland on the Ancient Woodland Inventory.  
(Refer to drawing 0974 001 on the following page).

1.3.7.10 The other dominant landscape type in the park is water.  Examples of both 
running and standing water exist within the park boundary including the reservoir 
itself, Brough Green Brook and Rockley Dike (tributaries of the reservoir), the Mill 
Pond, Canal Basin and the River Dove (which starts downstream of the reservoir).  
Most of the water bodies are of varying depths creating different habitats along 
their length apart from the reservoir.  The western banks are begninning to silt 
up, creating an extensive reed bank, but the eastern and southern banks are 
concreted and offer no habitat potential.

1.3.7.11 The remainder of the park’s landscape is composed of areas of open meadow and 
grasslands and hedgerows with a varying range of species diversity.  A full Phase 
1 habitat survey and acommpanying map is contained within Appendix A, which 
shows the full extent of different habitat types.

1.3.7.12 The biodiversity management report (Appendix A) also breaks the site down into 
29 different ‘compartments’, grouped by habitat type.
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1.3.8 Landscape Analysis

1.3.8.1 Following site visits and discussions with local stakeholders an analysis of the 
strengths and weaknesses of the park in its current state was conducted.   This 
analysis of the site uncovered a number of potential opportunities to help improve 
the park and develop it’s economic and recreational potential.  

1.3.8.2 The following maps highlight the key findings of the analysis, with an expanded 
explanation accompanying each point on the adjoining page.  

1.3.8.3 An audit of landscape featuers around the site was conducted and features rated 
on a scale of Retain, Repair, Replace, Remove.  This audit can be seen in Appendix F.

1.3.8.4 SITE ANALYSIS - STRENGTHS

A.  THE MILL AND COUNTRY PARK ‘CORE’
The country park is well known locally at least.  The ‘core’ around the mill is reasonably 
accessible and the attractions are well laid out.  The canal basin area is attractive and well-
kept and the overall feeling is of a tranquil, safe and generally well-regarded place.

B.   POPULARITY
Visitors’ opinion seems to be generally good/ favourable, judging by casual enquiry and by 
the high volume of positive responses on Trip Advisor.  The park gained a 2015 ‘Certificate 
of Excellence’.  The park is perceived generally as attractive, is popular and well-liked.  

C.  POLITICAL SUPPORT
Barnsley MBC regard the park as an important recreational and economic asset and 
provide consistent political and community support.

D.   BIODIVERSITY VALUE
There is a wide range of established habitats on site.  There is a particularly high value 
woodland ecology, with additional communities within the wetlands and margins, which 
are of local wildlife interest.  Most of the country park area lies within a Local Nature 
Reserve, ‘Worsbrough Country Park LNR’ which extends beyond the site boundary 
in places.  Much of the Country Park is also located within the Worsbrough Reservoir 
Local Wildlife Site, which includes the reservoir, associated watercourses, surrounding 
woodlands and small grasslands.

E.   VARIED LANDSCAPE
There is a good variety of landscape within the park, including open water, watercourses, 
wetland meadows and different types of woodland.   Topography, being in a river valley, is 
very varied, from level to steeply sloping on the valley sides, many of which are wooded.  
This gives distinctive landscape character.

F.   ACCESS 
Access to the core area is good.  There is a large car park (with provision for coaches) 
conveniently close to the Mill site, with a ‘buffer’ of woodland between this and the mill 
area.  A regular bus service runs along the A61 actually through the park, with stops along 
it, enabling easy access from Barnsley and settlements to the south.

G.   STAFFING
The Park is managed by a small core of permanent visitor services assistants supported 
by limited core funding.  This is supported by a small number of volunteers in a Friends 
group.

H.   FISHING CLUBS
Members of the Barnsley and District Amateur Angling Society (BADAAS) have a strong 
presence of site on a daily basis and as such, form an informal policing asset.  A second 
club are present downstream of the dam.

J.  HERITAGE ASSET
The existing mill and its high heritage status attracts a large numbers of visitors and is a 
critical economic draw.  

K.  CAFE
The café is popular and evidently an attraction in its own right.  The Red Lion, a pub, sits 
within the park but is not part of it.  

L.   COMMUNITY EVENTS
A number of small, educational and community targeted events and workshop activities 
are programmed annually and these prove to be very popular locally.

M.   CONDITION
Generally the park is in good condition, especially around the mill.  

N.   CONNECTIONS
Path routes around the park are generally very accessible, being flat and well maintained.  
There are excellent connections to the surrounding footpath network and Trans-Pennine 
Trail (‘Dove Valley Trail) cycleway (NCN 62) (a former rail line) along the northern 
boundary as well as proximity to tracks across the former coal-tips to the south east.  
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There is a variety of useable locations 
and contrasting spaces within the park.  
Topography, varying from flat to steep 
valley slopes contributes stongly to the 
sites distinctive landscape character.

E  VARIED LANDSCAPE

There is a wide range of habitat on site 
with potential for enhancement.  
There is good wildlife and ecological 
value in places.

D  BIODIVERSITY VALUE

BMBC regard the park as a key 
community and economic asset and 
provide consistent political support.

C  COUNCIL PERCEPTION
The Country Park is well established 
and its 'core' is reasonably well laid out.

A  THE MILL AND 
COUNTRY PARK 'CORE'

Visitors' opinion seems generally favourable 
judging by the high volume of positive 
responses on Trip Advisor.  The park 
gained a 2015 'Certificate of Excellence;.

B  POPULARITY

A feature destination in its own right.

K  CAFE
The existing mill attracts large 
numbers of visitors and is an 
important economic draw.

J  HERITAGE ASSET

Members of BaDAAS have a stong 
presence around the reservoir.  A 
second fishing club are present 
downstream, around the canal basin.

H  FISHING CLUBS

A small core of permanent ranger staff 
supported by core funding and a small 
number of volunteers in a Friends group.

G  STAFFING

Generally the park is in good 
condition, especially around the mill.

M CONDITION
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Access to the core area is good with a 
large car park close to the Mill site.  A 
regular bus service runs along the A61, 
through the actual park, with a number 
of stops along it.

F  ACCESS

A number of small community events 
are programmed annually and these 
prove to be very popular locally.

L  COMMUNITY EVENTS

Path routes around the park 
are generally very accessible.

N  CONNECTIONS

Country Park Boundary
(sourced BMBC Housing and 
Energy June 2015)

KEY
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1.3.8.5 SITE ANALYSIS - WEAKNESSES

A.  CORE ACTIVITIES
The maximum number of the heritage asset has almost, but not quite been reached (This 
is around 140,000 visitors per annum).  The use of the existing buildings for other activities 
has perhaps not been maximised: this is the subject of a separate study.   The children’s 
play area provides facilities primarily for toddlers, with little there for older children.  The 
temporary nature of the toilets presents a somewhat incongruous picture close to the 
heritage asset.

B.  OPENING HOURS
Summer access restrictions limited from 10.00am to 4.00pm to the mill and 8.00am to 
8.00pm (6.00pm in winter) to the car parks restrict usage.  This is understood to have been 
criticised by visitors.  

C.   FUNDING SECURITY
Wider effects on direct local authority input make existing funding uncertain.  

D.   BIODIVERSITY
A number of features exhibit some diminution of ecological potential, including vandalised 
and relatively unmanaged woodlands, grassland and the open water reservoir limited by 
fishery species targets.  A lack of marginal habitat means that the water attracts relatively 
low variety of waterfowl species.

E.   LANDSCAPE VARIETY 
Woodland is the dominant landscape type in the park.  This has the effect of restricting 
views especially around the reservoir.

F.  ACCESS NETWORK
The interpretative panels give no clearly defined hierarchy of routes and little guidance of 
the time, length, accessibility, user priority of walks available.  Interpretation panel maps 
are located only to the area around the mill and there are few promoted links to walks or 
destinations beyond the site boundary.

Access to the water’s edge is restricted, except in a small area of the north side and the mill 
leat, to anglers.  

G.   SITE SECURITY AND WARDENING
The park has ‘permeable’ boundaries meaning security can be tricky towards the periphery 
and ‘out of hours’.  Limited core staff hours and a lack of volunteer warden support 
compound this. 

H.   ANGLING CLUB
Barnsley and District Amalgamated Angling Society (BaDAAS) have an historic presence and 
use the reservoir.  This has a potentially detrimental effect to access, due to restrictions.  
Opportunities for other water based activities are restricted.  The relations between 
BMBC and BaDAAS are minimal and unproductive.  Some signage put up independently by 

BaDAAS is not appropriate to use as a country park.

J.   HERITAGE LISTING
The designation of the heritage asset potentially restricts economic development and 
increases the costs with reduction of building expansion options including permanent toilet 
facilities and fully disabled-accessible paths.

K.   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Volunteering network and support activity is presently limited.

L.   SITE MAINTENANCE
In some areas site maintenance is poor and fabric is in poor condition.  These include along 
some boundaries especially boundary fencing, reservoir boundaries, footpaths including 
footpath surfacing.  In places vegetation encroachment prevents easy safe access.  Signage 
inevitably exhibits some wear and there is a need for up-dated interpretation and furniture, 
including litter and dog waste bins and seating.  

M.   ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Parts of the park show the effects of vandalism and motorcycle incursions, dumping of tyres, 
fly tipping (including hedge cuttings along the northern side of the reservoir), litter, damage, 
dog fouling.  Particular mention must be made of the bird hide which is a particular focus 
for offensive graffiti.  Problems are mainly encountered on the periphery of the site and 
especially at the eastern end of the park, more remote from the core of activity.

N.   VIEWS 
There are a limited number of resting places along paths.  And those that exist frequently 
offer a poor view, making orientation sometimes hard. 

P.   LACK OF CLEAR IDENTITY
Interpretation does not give a clear idea of the actual boundary of the park, the connections 
beyond it and the ease of much of the access.  There is nothing on the A61 to ‘announce’ 
the park and no entrance statement at the car park.  Art works do not feature in the 
interpretation nor signage, nor indeed in the fencing, seating etc.  The richness of the 
heritage asset is somewhat concealed.     

Q.   RESERVOIR
The scale of the open and inaccessible open water means that getting to the western end 
of the park is relatively difficult and time consuming and there are limited route options – 
essentially only one circular path.  

R.   SHAPE.
The shape of the park on the map, with long thin arms stretching away from the centre, 
makes maintenance a greater challenge.  The A61 divides the park area into two.  The 
eastern end therefore feels somewhat ‘disconnected’ and the ends of the arms somewhat 
remote.
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Austerity effects on direct local 
authority input make existing funding 
fragile.  Access to additional support 
funding sources and increased 
economically generated income are 
essential.

C  FUNDING SECURITY

The park has 'permeable' boundaries making security tricky.  Limited 
core staff hours and a lack of volunteer warden support compound this.

G  SITE SECURITY and WARDENING

The heritage listing provides a 
potential restriction with lack of 
building expansion options.  Restriction 
in viable activity within core area of the 
mill including permanent toilet facilities 
and fully accessible circulation.

J  HERITAGE LISTING
The scale of the open water means that 
access to the western end of the park is 
time consuming with limited route options.

Q  RESERVOIR

Volunteering network and support activity presently limited.

K  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Summer access restrictions 
(10.00am to 4.00pm.) to core 
heritage attraction.

B  OPENING HOURS
Under-managed woodland habitats.
Reservoir limited by fishery species targets, with lack 
of marginal habitats for waterfowl species.

D  BIODIVERSITY

There is no clearly defined hierarchy of routes 
and interpretation is focussed around the core.  
There are few promoted links to the wider area.

F  ACCESS NETWORK

In some areas the site maintenance is poor 
and fabric is in poor condition.  The Green 
Flag is neither promoted, nor even flown.

L  SITE MAINTENENACE

Parts of the site shows evidence of vandalism 
and motorcycle incursions, dumping of tyres, 
fly tipping, litter, damage. The bird hide is 
particularly vandalised!  Problems mainly 
encountered on the periphery and at the 
eastern end of the CP.

M  ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOURInterpretation does not give a clear idea of 
the actual boundary of the park.  There is also 
nothing along the A61 to 'announce' the park 
and no entrance statement at the car park.

P  LACK OF CLEAR IDENTITY
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The heritage asset has almost maxed 
its visitor numbers and the use of 
other building has, perhaps, not been 
maximised (refer to separate study).

A  CORE ACTIVITIES

Woodland is the dominant landscape type in the 
park.  This has the effect of restricting views.

E  LANDSCAPE VARIETY

BaDAAS have a historic presence and 
use the reservoir.  This has a 
potentially detrimental by limiting 
access.  Other water based acitivites 
are restricted.

H  ANGLING CLUB

Limited number of resting 
places along paths, and 
those that exist frequently 
offer a poor view.

N  VIEWS

The shape of the park, with long thin 
arms and the A61 'cutting' the park in 
two gives some areas a feeling of 
disconnect and remoteness.

R  SHAPE

Country Park Boundary
(sourced BMBC Housing and 
Energy June 2015)

KEY



Worsbrough Country Park
Conservation Management Plan    February 2016  Revision C10

1.3.8.6 SITE ANALYSIS - OPPORTUNITIES

A.   CORE IDENTITY
Address the weakness of the ‘core offer’ whilst recognising the strengths and why people 
visit Worsbrough Country Park – it’s primarily the mill.  Create a strong ‘core identity’ 
for the mill and park as a desirable and memorable visitor destination.  There is a need to 
establish the resource ‘brand’ to package.  This should be built around the unique qualities 
of the attraction whilst recognising the importance of the park as a piece of the wider 
green infrastructure network.   

B.   CORE ACTIVITIES + MARKETING
Work on strengthening and extending core activities.  Diversify the visitor experience.  
Although it has been suggested that visitor numbers have been maximised in recent years, 
there are opportunities to extend the duration of people’s stay in doing so, add to the 
potential of additional income generation. This is likely to be maximised in and around the 
core activity buildings of the Mill and using the website and social media.

Continue to make use of existing building resources, develop learning/ engagement 
opportunies, encourage income generating events and recreational activities such as 
workshops, skills courses, woodland products.

Look to extend mill and café opening times during summer months, school holidays, 
bank holidays and during special events.  Explore other bookable leisure, recreational and 
workshop activities to coincide with the events.

Investigate extending the children’s play facilities with natural play elements - possibly 
timber from woodland management as ‘natural’ play.  Extend age range of children catered 
for.  This might mean tolerating and managing some low level vandalism for den-building, 
cutting of vegetation etc.

Improve website, marketing, PR - to coincide with new ‘identity and branding re-launch’.  
Celebrating and showing the Green Flag should be central to the promotion of the 
park.  Reviewing existing user survey data would provide a picture of what the ‘market’ 
currently is.

C.   SUPPORT
Make Worsbrough clearly part of BMBC leisure, health and recreation policy.

D.   BIODIVERSITY 
Review habitat management and routine maintenance programme to secure and gradually 
improve biodiversity potential.  Programme to include some woodland thinning for the 
benefit of birds and invertebrates, and open views especially across water.  Interpretation 
might focus on a limited number of target species, such as kingfishers, guiding people to 
where the birds are more likely to be seen.  ‘Stories’ based on species might be expressed 
through interpretation and art work.

E.   LANDSCAPE
Seize the chance to make inexpensive ‘quick wins’ as landscape improvements using small 
scale funding bids from a variety of sources.  Improve the visual experience around the 
park.

The planned path maintenance should be augmented by clearance of vegetation and more 
interpretation and seating to encourage exploration, especially by user groups who might 
not make currently extensive use of the park such as educational and health groups.

F.   ACCESS:  ROUTE NETWORK IMPROVEMENT
Expand diversity of route network and promote links to adjoining and adjacent sites. 
Introduce measured and timed routes and particularly extend fully accessible path 
network with associated interpretation, signage and facilities.

Consider the feasibility of promoting a local mountain biking network centred around the 
country park landscape, but connecting with adjacent sites such as the Trans Pennine Trail 
and the former workings to the south east. 

Rationalise access and signage from the car park to the mill, including seating and resting 
places, with improved surfacing.  Consider closing the current narrow uneven and dark 
path in favour of one clear large shared access, resurfaced and potentially lit.

G.   STAFFING AND SECURITY
Encourage (pro-actively) extension to existing and new voluntary activity on site.
Friends Group & other associated groups undertaking active participation within the 
heritage site & park, helping to organise events, workshops or work parties.
Encourage more active site maintenance, educational activity, youth engagement, skills 
workshops, habitat enhancement, wardening, (including anglers, see below).

H.   ANGLING ASSOCIATION
Accept the presence and limitations of the fishery.  Make greater use of core angling 
group members - wardening, site maintenance (especially routine maintenance to a 
prescribed specification), fishing workshop activity.  Look to designate a separate car park.

J. and K.  HERITAGE ASSET AND CAFE
Recognise the primacy of the mill and associated buildings.  Consider a rebranding to 
do this, and potentially even re-name the park ‘Worsbrough Mill Park’ to reflect this and 
contrast the park with ‘Worsbrough Hall’ and Worsbrough Park’ nearby.  Seek to replace 
temporary toilet block with permanent resource.

The rebranding should be aimed at creating a cohesive identity for the park, which it is 
currently lacking.  There are numerous instances of signage in the local area with differing 
names for the park.  A clear, branded identity for the park, with ONE name, branded 
signage, markers to show users hace actually entered the park (if not coming from the car 
park near the mill) would all help to make the park more legible, useable and, importantly, 
better known.
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L.   INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
Review signage and interpretation.  Create through interpretation and works a hierarchy 
of accessible and targetable user routes - cyclists, birders, species targeted routes, disabled 
users and especially older people. 

Place a greater emphasis on biodiversity, habitats and species range to increase education, 
inform context and promote conservation.  Introduce artwork (both permanent and 
temporary, perhaps loaned from Yorkshire Sculpture Park) to enable clear navigation of 
‘themed’ walks and routes.

Remove the bird hide.  Consider the options for simple robust ‘screens’ to enable bird 
watching.

M.   USER ACTIVITIES
Extend targeted user activities and attractions beyond core mill site to engage volunteers 
and local groups.

Seek to establish links with educational and health groups including Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, mental health and public heath bodies to promote visits and the 
health benefits or activities including, visits, organised walks, fitness activities, health walks 
and measured trails.

Investigate further opportunity for working with Wigfield Farm and Barnsley College, 
especially to joint fund projects.

N.   MAINTENANCE
Continue to maintain the park in good condition to ensure Green Flag status is not lost.  
The park’s Country Park status periodically comes up for renewal from Natural England 
and should be re-applied for when neccesary.

P.   CONNECTIONS
Emphasise connectivity in the rights of way network, with routes to other places beyond 
the site.  Address the current ‘disconnection’ of the eastern end of the park, with signage, 
themed artwork, engagement of the pub situated at the ‘park centre’.
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Improve habitat management programme including; 
woodland coppicing, open water margins, focus on target 
species, open glade creation. Improve visitor experience, 
with interpretation of key habitat and wildlife species 
within an increased range.

D  BIODIVERSITY

Accept the presence and limitations of 
the fishery.  Make greature use of the 
core angling group members and look 
to designate a separate car park.

H  ANGLING ASSOCIATION

Create a strong 'core 
identity' for the Mill and 
Park.  Estalbilsh a 'brand'.

A  CORE IDENTITY
Strengthen and extend core activities and diversify the 
visitor experience.  Likely to be maximised in and around 
the core buildings and using the website, social media and 
the forthcoming planned improvements to produce not just 
flour but bread.  Improve website, marketing and PR to 
coincide with 'identity and branding re-launch'.  Flying the 
Green Flag should be central to promotion of the park.

B  CORE ACTIVITIES and MARKETING

Make Worsbrough 
clearly part of  BMBC 
leisure, health and 
recreation policy.

C  SUPPORT

Expand diversity of route network and promote links to adjoining sites.  
Introduce measured and timed routes, particulary fully accessible 
network, with associated interpretation, signage and facilities.

F  ACCESS:  ROUTE NETWORK IMPROVEMENT

Review signage and interpretation to create a 
hierarchy of accessible and targetable user routes 
- cyclists, birders, disabled users.  Place greater 
emphasis on biodiversity, habitats and species 
range to increase education, inform context and 
promote conservation.  Introduce artwork to 
enable clear navigation of 'themed' walks and 
routes.    Remove bird hide.

L  INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
Extend targeted user activities and 
attractions beyond core mill site to 
engage volunteers and local groups.
Seek to establish links with educationl 
and health groups including Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, Mental and 
Public Health bodies, Wigfield Farm 
and Barnsley College.

M  USER ACTIVITIES

0m 500m 1000m400m300m200m100m

The planned path mainteance should 
be augmented by clearance of 
vegetation and more interpreation 
and seating to encourage exploration.

E  LANDSCAPE

Encourage, pro-actively, extension to 
existing and new voluntary activity on site.  
Through Friends and other associated 
groups, encourage more active events, 
workshops and work parties.

G  STAFFING and SECURITY

Consider a rebranding and potentially even re-name the park 'Worbrough Mill Park' to 
relect this and contract with 'Worsbrough Hall' and 'Worsbrough Park' nearby.

J and K  HERITAGE ASSET and CAFE

Continue to maintain the park 
in good condition to ensure 
Green Flag status is not lost.

N  MAINTENANCE

Emphasise connectivity in the rights of 
way network, with routes to other 
places beyond the site.  Address the 
current 'disconnection' of the eastern 
end of the park.

P  CONNECTIONS

Country Park Boundary
(sourced BMBC Housing and 

Energy June 2015)

KEY
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1.4 Method

1.4.1 The site is divided into six landscape management zones (A to F) each with its 
own aims and operations.  These are sometimes quite different, reflecting the 
different primary functions of the landscape.  They are shown on DSA drawing 
0974 700 in Section 2.0.

1.4.2 Management operations will be controlled through an annual review by the client’s 
review panel which should include the ‘Primary Contact’ (who will setup and run 
the review) as well as a member of each associated council department, volunteer 
groups and an independent consultant, who can monitor and track the reviews.

Contact: Lynn Dunning
  Group Leader – Arts & Heritage
  Culture and Visitor Economy Service
  Culture, Housing and Regulation
  Place Directorate
  Barnsley Council
Tel:   01226 772436

1.4.3 It is envisaged that the countryside management plan and works will be reviewed 
annualy.

1.4.4 The CMP is designed to provide management prescriptions for the period of 2016 
- 2021, with potential for some of the programmes initiated through this plan to 
continue into the future.

1.5 Objectives

1.5.1 Strengthen the mill and cafe complex as a core economic driver for the park

1.5.2 Secure and promote the green flag status of the park

1.5.3 Explore and develop opportunities to secure future funding

1.5.4 Use the mill and historic assets to formulate a definite identity for Worsbrough 
Mill Park

1.5.5 Clarify access and interpretation throughout the site

1.5.6 Investigate broadening the activities offered by the site

1.5.7 Improve sustainable, long term ownership and policing of the park.

1.3.9 Conclusions

1.3.9.1 There are a number of stakeholders with a vested interest in the park.  This can 
make communication and investigation difficult

1.3.9.2 Need for a dedicated contact who oversees the day to running and operation of 
the park and who can co-ordinate with and manage relationships between the 
various stakeholders.

1.3.9.3 Need for clarification of site ownership and boundaries.  During the study a 
varying number of ‘site boundaries’ were found, none of which matched to the 
area of land owned by BMBC (see Appendix E)

1.3.9.4 The park would benefit from a clear, distinct identity.  Currently there is nothing 
to annouce where the park is, especially along the A61 which actually cuts the 
park in two.

1.3.9.5 The park was previously withdrawn from the Green Flag assessment process in 
2015.  Improvements should be made and the accreditation re-applied for.

1.3.9.6 The park narrowly secured pass in the Green Flag assessment in 2014/2015 (See 
Appendix G).  The concerns of Green Flag should be addressed and the score 
improved to safely aquire the accreditation for the park following re-application.

1.3.9.7 The improvements necessary for Green Flag should help with the reapplication for 
Country Park status, which is due for renewal periodically and should be applied 
for when necessary.



1.6  VISION

‘PROTECT THE FUTURE OF THE PARK 

AS A UNIQUE VISITOR DESTINATION 
WITH THE MILL AT ITS HEART’
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Section 2

2.0  Zones of Landscape Management
2.0.1 Introduction

2.0.2 The following section identifies the six Landscape Management Zones (LMZs) 
within Worsbrough Mill Park.  Each management zone section decribes the 
existing situation and clearly sets out aims, objectives and the desired function of 
each area along with key actions points to address concerns from the latest Green 
Flag review.

2.0.3 The following drawing shows the extent of each of the six LMZs;

 Zone A - The Mill

 Zone B -The Outer Core

 Zone C - Reservoir

 Zone D - Woodland Perimeter

 Zone E - Canal Basin

 Zone F - Woodland Bank
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ZONE F - WOODLAND BANK

ZONE A - THE MILL

ZONE E - CANAL BASIN

ZONE B - OUTER CORE

ZONE D - WOODLAND PERIMETER

ZONE C - RESERVOIR
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2.1 ZONE A  THE MILL

2.1.1 Description and Key Features
 ‘Zone A’ incorporates the Grade II* listed Mill building complex, including all 

outbuildings, the mill pond and Old Bridge some 60m north of the mill, which 
is also a listed structure (refer to history section above and details within the 
Conservation Management Plan). The Mill represents an important regional 
heritage site and is the key factor in the marketing and promotion of the park as 
viable visitor attraction.

 The Mill complex includes the working flour mill and associated storage buildings, 
visitor museum, tenanted flat and commercial café. 

2.1.2 The ground across the complex slopes gently down from the mill pond south to 
north as far as the open paved area outside the café & museum, from where the 
land drops away steeply northwards. This fall takes into account the water fall from 
the pond to the mill wheel, which sits at the lowest point of the site, around which 
the flour mill is built.

2.1.3 The stone complex of buildings are generally surrounded by hard paved areas 
including traditional cobbles and stone setts. The mill pond is a small open 
water body, with a grassed embankment to the north. To the east is a modern 
prefabricated toilet block. The built complex is edged by mature trees forming the 
boundary with landscape Zone B.

2.1.4 A generally, rectilinear area at varying levels.  The centre of the mill complex is 
dominated by built form with small areas of varied habitat appearing towards the 
edges, including amenity grassland and the mill pond.

2.1.5 The core Mill complex comprises a network of open spaces and access links in 
and around the various visitor attractions and destinations. The enclosing buildings 
are composed in varying layouts, heights and densities, but never dominating the 

generally ‘open’ feel to this core landscape zone.

2.1.6 The Mill complex sits at a comfortable distance from the access car park and main 
A61 Sheffield Road and although the road noise can be heard in the distance, this 
does not disturb the relative tranquility of the mill complex itself. 

2.1.7 The Mill and café form the focal hub, from where the majority of visitors would 
normally radiate out into the rest of the country park. Way-marked trails and 
prescribed routes tend to start from the mill complex, although such routes are 
limited and poorly defined in places. Full accessibility is limited to the south side 
of the complex and to the edge of the mill pond. Beyond this northwards, the site 
topography forms a natural barrier to all but the able bodied and fully assisted, 
which is particularly emphasized by the toilet block location being at this lower 
land level.

2.1.8 The Mill complex is by far the busiest zone of the country park, being the core 
attraction to most visitors. The mill provides the essential physiological amenities 
for all visitors whatever their ultimate destinations within the park. Use is 
particularly heavy at weekends and holiday periods when special events   and 
workshops are organized. The mill complex provides far greater scope to extend 
and expand upon its visitor capacity with new opportunities being considered 
including those presently being proposed for a bakery and associated educational 
facilities. 

2.1.9 The mill complex is managed by three visitor services staff, whose duties 
incorporate the routine maintenance of the managed buildings and open spaces, 
including litter picking, grass-strimming and general access management. The 
present staff duties seem to be confined to this core area of the country park.

2.1.10 The mill complex appears to be a clean, well kept destination with the café, 
although small, is attractive and well used. Signage and interpretation is limited 
restricting the ease of navigation out into the rest of the country park.

2.1.11 There is very little vegetation within this core landscape zone, except regularly 
strimmed grass cover on the mill pond embankment, wetland vegetation 
associated with the mill pond and mature broadleaved trees around the boundary 
edge of the zone.

2.1.12 The building complex and surrounding mature trees are important as bat roosts, 
however no action is required unless building refurbishment is required.

2.1.13 Function

2.1.14 The primary function of this zone is amenity, closely followed by a secondary 
visual function.
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2.1 ZONE A  THE MILL (continued)

2.1.15 Aims

2.1.16 The management of Zone A aims to create a ‘polished’ and tidy heart to the site 
that presents an attractive and engaging destination and acts as the main economic 
driver for the park.

2.1.17 The treatment sets the tone for the rest of the site and therefore a strong and 
very controlled management regime is appropriate.

2.1.18 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.1.19 The mill buildings are currently owned by BMBC with some of the associated 
buildings, including the cafe, leased to other persons.  A number of available 
units are currently unleased.  The leasing of these units to complimentary trades 
or crafts people should be investigated to increase the potential for revenue 
generation.

2.1.20 Due to this area being the busy, central hub of the site instances of anti social 
behaviour, including dog fouling are extremely rare.  A system of reporting should 
be established to record and deal with any instances that arise.  Links to the 
interpretation strategy would help to acheive this.

2.1.21 This zone has the potential to generate large amounts of litter with the presence 
of a cafe and potential new bakery development.  A clear, well advertised recycling 
policy should be implemented with appropriate recepticles provided.  A ‘take litter 
home’ policy should be enforced for items that are not recyclable to deter excess 
waste generation.

2.1.22 The current condition of footpaths and access around this zone is generally 

good.  It is important to regularly inspect the access in this area due to such high 
volumes of traffic.  Future themed, measured and timed walks could be started 
from, or at least pass through, this area to encourage use of the facilities.

2.1.23 The maintenance works for this area could be undertaken, generally, by volunteers 
to undertake litter picks and inspections of access, interpretation,  general 
footpath repair, etc.  Contractors will be needed, possibly from the councils in 
house team, to undertake specialist works such as repairs to tarmac surfaces etc. 

2.1.24 This zone should be the centre of the new interpretation strategy.  Clearly 
branded park interpretation boards identifying the enhanced visitor offer should 
be centred around a central information point at the heart of the park.   Later this 
areas could be the beginning of measured and themed walks aswell as a central 
meeting place for volunteer groups and attendees of activities and workshops.

2.1.25 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for exisitng 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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2.2 ZONE B  OUTER CORE

2.2.1 Description and Key Features
 The landscape zone surrounds the core mill complex and forms the second most 

used area of the country park. To the east is the primary visitor pay-and-display 
car park (off the A61), which is a short walk along a surfaced track to the mill. 
To the north between the mill and TPT is a small play area for younger children 
and beyond is an open meadow area presently cut for hay annually. To the south 
of the mill and to the west of Sheffield Road are two similar fields, also presently 
used for grazing and hay. The main visitor route from the mill travels westwards 
following the brook, which is the primary feed for the mill pond and enclosed by a 
hedge and tree belt to the south and wet woodland band between the brook and 
reservoir.

2.2.2 The land rises gradually from the car park up to the mill complex with the land 
continuing to rise away to the south as far as Sheffield Road. The footpath parallel 
to the brook follows a more shallow incline away from the mill. As mentioned 
above, there is a dramatic land fall north of the café & museum, which levels out 
for the playground, but gradually rises northwards across the meadow to the TPT.

2.2.3 Mainly broadleaved plantation blocks around the entrance and  car park, with 
a series of similar blocks in and around the southern grazing meadows. This 
area also contains a number of remnant hedgerows, which often merge into the 
adjacent woodland strands. These mature woodland belts follow the footpath 
westwards from the mill and around the northern edge of the building to link with 
the open meadow area to the extreme north of the zone.

2.2.4 A mixed pattern of linear woodland block, remnant hedgrow and more broadly 
open meadow, surround the mill buildings.

2.2.5 A diverse mix of open and enclosed spaces, open in the grassed meadows and 
enclosed elsewhere due to the height of the tree canopy and closeness of the 
woodland to access routes and footpaths.

2.2.6 No parts of this zone feel particularly remote from the area of visitor focus at the 
mill heritage site, but routes to the west and meadow to the north are relatively 
tranquil places to pass through.

2.2.7 There are two existing routes from the car park. One is a narrow undulating 
path at the western end, which is dark and in poor repair, with the other being 
the main vehicle track to the mill, which is again dark and poorly maintained. Full 
accessibility is difficult due to the poor repair of these routes, which extends 
passed the mill to the south, heading further west in a circular route following 
the southern edge of the reservoir. Again this circular route is in need of repair 
and resurfacing in places to establish a fully accessible resource. These routes 
connect with the wider network of paths around the reservoir, but have limited 
accessibility, due to barriers, poor terrain and lack of maintenance. 

 There is no physical, visual or perceived connection to the canal basin over the 
A61 to the east, as an integral part of the country park.

2.2.8 General use is limited to the formal paths and tracks, although the meadows 
have been used for specially organized events in the recent past. The play area is 
popular with young children and is a good area for families to rest, but there is no 
similar provision for older children up to 14 years, which would be an asset. The 
short circular route to the west of the mill and back via the reservoir edge, is by 
far the most popular circuit by people with mobility restrictions, older visitors and 
parents with buggies and young children.

2.2.9 Maintenance seems to be on an ad-hoc basis, depending on emergency needs 
or requirements for emergency repairs, although there are outstanding issues of 
damaged boundary fencing and erosion of the primary route westwards from the 
mill. General litter-picking and verge strimming close to the mill are evident.

2.2.10 Routes from the car-park are confusing, poorly surfaced, dark and uninviting. 
Generally, lack of adequate, clear and informative signage leads to confusion and a 
restriction to adventure beyond the core mill complex. The open meadows have 
no obvious user connection within the country park, other than general interest 
when grazed by more unusual breeds (Wigfield Farm).

2.2.11 An evenly spaced network of mature broadleaved woodland with a high forest 
structure of sycamore & ash. Areas of broadleaved plantation exist within this 
mix, containing beech, sweet chestnut, sessile oak and silver birch. There is a 
narrow strip of trees and scrub species along the southern bank of the reservoir. 
It lies between 2 footpaths with a ‘Mill Leat’ running through the centre. Species 
include sycamore, alder, willow, ash and oak with hazel, hawthorn, elm and elder 
dominating the understorey. Bramble dominates the more open areas where tree 
cover is low. Management has been limited to a minor degree of pollarding along 
the edge, and the clearance of path edges.
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2.2 ZONE B  OUTER CORE (continued)

2.2.12 Despite the mature woodland mix, the shrub and hedge species are limited 
in variety, as are the understorey and field layers. Nevertheless most of these 
habitats have a physical link or close proximity, giving them an intrinsic value for 
secure species movement.  However, please refer to the attached Biodiversity 
Management Plan for species details and more information about the habitat 
compartments surrounding the mill complex. 

2.2.13 Function

2.2.14 The primary function of this zone is for amenity, with a secondary function for 
habitat. 

2.2.15 Aims

2.2.16 The management of Zone B aims to create a transitional zone between the 
strongly controlled area of the Mill and the wilder landscape of the rest of the 
park.

2.2.17 The zone is close to the heart of the site so a semi-controlled management 
regime is appropriate, getting wilder further from the mill.

2.2.18 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.2.19 It is understood that the surrounding areas of meadow in this zone are owned 
and operated by BMBC.

2.2.20 Due to this area being in close proximity to the busy, central hub of the site 
instances of anti social behaviour, including dog fouling are rare.  A system of 
reporting should be established to record and deal with any instances that arise.  
Links to the interpretation strategy would help to acheive this.  Increasing public 
presence throughout the area would help to reduce anti-social behaviour through 
passive policing.

2.2.21 This zone has the potential to generate large amounts of litter with its temporary 
use as event space  A clear, well advertised recycling policy should be implemented 
with appropriate recepticles provided.  A ‘take litter home’ policy should be 
enforced for items that are not recyclable to deter excess waste generation.

2.2.22 The current condition of footpaths and access around this zone is generally 
good.   It is important to regularly inspect the access in this area due to such 
high volumes of traffic, especially connecting to the car park.  The existing 
poorly maintained and quite gloomy pedestrian footpath should be repaired and 
new, functional lighting installed.  This will create a more pleasant and welcome 
entrance point for pedestrians from the car park.

2.2.23 The maintenance works for this area could be done, generally, by volunteers to 
undertake litter picks and inspections of access, interpretation,  general footpath 
repair, etc.  Contractors will be needed, possibly from the councils in house team, 
to undertake specialist works such as repairs to tarmac surfaces, tree works that 
require climbing or the use of chainsaws etc. 

2.2.24 This zone is one of the main entrances to the site, especially for users travelling 
some distance and coming in a car.  The interpretation strategy for this zone 
should be carefully designed to maximise the announcement and celebration of 
the park.  Entrance sculpture/ artwork along the A61 with clear links to the Mill, 
resrevoir and, especially, the eastern arm are important considerations.  

2.2.25 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for exisitng 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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2.3 ZONE C  RESERVOIR

2.3.1 Description and Key Features
 The 24 hectare Worsbrough reservoir was constructed in 1804 to act as a feeder 

to the Dearne and Dove Canal and was subsequently enlarged in 1826 to hold 
more than 25,000 cubic metres of water. 

 The western end is now heavily silted causing vegetation encroachment and both 
the east and south banks are stone lined, preventing any emergent vegetation. 
The northern bank contains a linear boardwalk constructed for the needs of the 
angling club and is set some 3.5 metres into the reservoir.   This distance is due to 
a wave erosion barrier that was constructed along the northen bank as prevailing 
westerly winds were causing loss of the footpath along that bank.  The fishing 
platforms were reinstated along the barrier and this has worked well to stop 
erosion.

2.3.2 The southern and eastern edges of the reservoir are lined with raised walls 
topped with stoned footpaths. Beyond the eastern wall, the dam slopes 
dramatically down to the point where the outflow emerges. The natural landscape 
to is upward sloping away from the open water, but only gradually rising through 
the woodland to the west. 

2.3.3 Predominantly open water with silted marsh to the west, with some reed-beds. 
The reservoir is flanked by wet woodland to the south & west with scattered 
crack willow along the northern edge.

2.3.4 Extensive open water with a ribbon of marsh and scattered woodland edges with 
abrupt hard stone edges to south and east, with a steep triangle of grassed dam 
embankment beyond. 

2.3.5 An extremely open expanse of water, with stark walled edges and broken 
vegetation forming the rim of the water body.

2.3.6 The reservoir is a relatively tranquil place to be, occupied by a few anglers on 
a daily basis, but many more on match days. Although remote from most of the 
country park boundaries and access points, the south east corner is close to the 
busy core mill complex. 

2.3.7 The reservoir is enclosed by the core footpath network, from which other routes 
and connections feed. The most well trafficked path being along the southern 
edge, which is part of the most fully accessible circular route serving the mill. 
Unfortunately, signage and interpretation is limited  

2.3.8 Members of the Barnsley and District Amalgamated Angling Society (BaDAAS) use 
the periphery of the reservoir on a daily basis and probably up to a dozen anglers 
is most common, although this number can be tripled during mid-week and 
weekend match fishing. The BaDAAS have undertaken a range of tasks specifically 
aimed at improving access and facility to the fishing users on the northern bank. 
The regular presence of anglers may assist with policing this area of the site, 
especially their frequent long duration visits. 

 General visitors to the park are less likely to walk the full site, due to distance, 
lack of interesting biodiversity immediately round the water body and lack of 
encouragement to venture beyond the southern edge of the site more associated 
with the core heritage complex. 

2.3.9 Under the Reservoirs Act, 1975 BMBC has responsibility for the safety of their 
reservoirs and in compliance with the Act the reservoir is routinely inspected 
and where necessary measures (described in the inspection reports) are taken to 
maintain the reservoir in a safe condition.

 The grassed embankment of the dam is ‘strimmed’ at various times during the 
growing season, but it is not clear who takes responsibility for undertaking this on 
a formal and regular basis.

 The BaDAAS take responsibility for managing fish stocks and their health, although 
it is clear that this may need some coordination to ensure that the biodiversity of 
the water is managed appropriately and to ensure that the overall health of the 
reservoir is not compromised.

2.3.10 There is a general perception that the reservoir is purely the realm of the 
anglers, which is unfortunately reinforced by some of the signage, which has 
been amended to deter visitors from encroaching close to the waters edge. This 
situation tends to segregate visitors from the anglers and reduce the enjoyment of 
the water as a visual and interesting habitat resource. 
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2.3 ZONE C  RESERVOIR (continued)

2.3.11 A fringe of wet woodland and scrub vegetation to the south, with marsh, bog and 
wet woodland encroaching from the west, where silting is extending various wet 
vegetation types. Some reed beds are developing with some crack willow coppice 
well established in the north west corner.

2.3.12 Although the reservoir holds a variety of fish species, there is a risk of domination 
by carp species regularly introduced by the angling club to fulfill the aspirations of 
match fishing.

2.3.13 Function

2.3.14  The primary function of this zone is habitat.

2.3.15 Aims

2.3.16  The management of Zone C aims to create a more diverse range of habitats 
around the reservoir to support a broader range of wildlife, as well as maintaining 
its use as a fishery.

2.3.17 The function as habitat allows for a more relaxed management regime. 

2.3.18 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.3.19 The reservoir is owned by BMBC, but rights to fish it are leased to the Barnsley 
and District Amalgamated Angling Society (BaDAAS).  It is understood that roles 
and responsibilities with regards to reservoir associated activities are unclear.  This 
needs to be clarified.  

2.3.20 This area seems to be in almost constant use by either fisherman as part of 
BaDAAS or by the general public passing through the get to other zones or the 
neighbouring Wigfield Farm, which in general deters anti-social behavior.  There 
have been some instances of vandalism however with the birdhide being the main 
attraction for graffiti.  The bird hide is seldom used and should be removed to 
discourage further vandalism.  A system of reporting should be established to 
record and deal with any instances that arise.  Links to the interpretation strategy 
would help to achieve this. 

2.3.21 This zone is generally litter free with the potential for litter generation being 
mostly with the fisherman.  They have put in efforts and money to improve the 
facilities for fishing over the years so the inlcusion in a recycling and ‘take litter 
home’ policy would work well here and help to intergrate BaDAAS more into the 
management of the park.

2.3.22 The current condition of footpaths and access around this zone is generally 
good.   It is important to regularly inspect the access in this area, especially with 
access to deep, open water being available.  BaDAAS are an important resource to 
utilise within this area to carry out inspections of footpaths and fishing platforms.   
Themed, measured and timed walks should be encouraged around this area.

2.3.23 The maintenance works for this area could be done by volunteer groups, in 
particular BaDAAS as part of their responsibilities, such as litter picks and 
inspections of access, interpretation,  general footpath repair, etc.  Specialist 
engineers will still need to be employed regularly to inspect the reservoir as part 
of BMBC’s responsibilities under the Reservoir Act 1975.

2.3.24 Interpretation throughout this zone will have an aquatic bias with the reservoir 
being such dominant feature.  Links to themed walks, through floral and faunal 
species would help to engage users.  Again this should be inkeeping with the 
central park branding.

2.3.25 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for exisitng 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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2.4  ZONE D  WOODLAND PERIMETER

2.4.1 Description and Key Features
 The woodland to the west of the reservoir covers an area of approximately  11 

hectares.  This areas of woodland is mainly wet woodland, dominated by willow 
and alder.  The presence of the Brough Green Brook and Rockley Dike create a 
swamp habitat and have allowed a reed bed to colonise most of the wood.

 Himalayan Balsam, a non-native, invasive species is widespread throughout the 
area, especially along the edges of the stream.  In addition, the watercourses and 
reservoir contain populations of signal crayfish, which is an invasive species that is 
capable of having an adverse impact on aquatic biodiversity.

2.4.2 This landscape zone is generally quite flat with most of it being the intake for the 
reservoir from its tributaries the Brough Green Brook and Rockley Dike.  The 
topography rises very slightly further from the reservoir, peaking at around 70m 
AOD as it approaches Birdwell Wood to the south.

2.4.3 Almost entirely woodland cover with small areas of woodland edge to the 
boundaries of the park.  The majority of the woodland is wet woodland dominated 
by alder and willow with almost all of the lower level made up of reedbed due to 
the tributaries running through it.

2.4.4 The shape of this zone wraps around the reservoir to the nort, west and south 
and extend in two fingers away from the reservoir to the west and south.  

2.4.5 Due to the extensive woodland cover this zone is extremely closed, with some 
glimpsed views available towards the reservoir.  The arm that extends along the 
southern edge of the reservoir is the most open, allowing more open views across 
the water.

2.4.6 There is a strong feel of tranquility within this zone, the dense canopy cover 
limits noise.  The western extent is one of the furthest points from the busy mill 

complex and reservoir edge.  The limited footpath access means that any users 
will meet frequently lessening the sense of remoteness and isolation.

2.4.7 A number of designated public rights of way connect to and run through this 
section of the park.  The connecting paths are more numerous than the paths 
through it as there is only a single ‘looped’ access route through.  A public right of 
way connects this zone to the Trans Pennine Trail to the north.

2.4.8 This zone of the park seems to be extensively used, by a mixture of different users 
including pedestrians, dog walkers and the occasional cyclist.  Some areas of the 
footpath network can be restrictive, limiting the level of accessiblility.  Footpath 
improvement have been noted as underway within this zone.  Refer to Appendix 
D for details.

2.4.9 As the woodland is generally a wilder, habitat zone, the degree of maintenance 
within this zone is difficult to gauge.  There are numerous instances of felled trees 
across footpaths, some damaged features and evidence of fly tipping.  This suggests 
that very little maintenance is currently undertaken in this zone, especially with 
regards to vegetation works.  Himalayan Balsam is extremely dominant throughout 
the area.

2.4.10 The perception of this area seems to be that it is the main extent of woodland 
associated with the park.  There is a strong presence of fishery associated signage 
close the reservoir that gives the perception it is owned by BaDAAS.  It seems to 
be a popular part of the reservoir footpath loop, taking people away from the busy 
Mll core.

2.4.11 Dominated by wet woodland, especially alder and willow with a reedbed lower 
storey.  This zone is generally of a similar characteristic all the way over.  There 
is a high degree of deadwood within the zone.  Himalayan Balsam is a noticeably 
dominant shrub layer species, expecially when in flower.  Further deatils of the 
habitat and vegetation are included in Appendix A.

2.4.12 The history of this zone seems to be relatively small.  The woodland was planted 
circa the 1940s, with little management works undertaken since.  Historic mapping 
from the 1890s shows this zone as almost entirely open water as part of the 
reservoir with a thin boundary of woodland.

2.4.13 Function

2.4.14  The primary function of this zone is habitat, with a secondary function for amenity. 
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2.4  ZONE D  WOODLAND PERIMETER (continued)

2.4.15 Aims

2.4.16  The management of Zone D aims to maintain the diverse woodland and create a 
more stuctured shrub layer, in particular through control of invasive species.

2.4.17 The function as habitat allows for a more relaxed management regime.  Although 
invasive species control will require a more controlled management at times.

2.4.18 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.4.19 The woodland in this zone is owned and operated by BMBC.

2.4.20 This is one of the farthest points from the busy hub of the site, and as such 
instances of anti-social behaviour are noticeable.  Graffiti and instances of fly 
tipping are quite frequent in this zone.  This area is also popular with dog walkers 
and dog fouling is noticable also.  An increased presence of wardens, whether 
full time, volunteers or members of BaDAAS could be introduced to this area 
to record any instances of vandalism and anti social behaviour to be dealt with 
by the appropriate authorities.  It should be noted that the wardens would not 
be responsible for confronting site users that are abusing the site.  They would 
collect information and feedback to BMBC (or the police/ emergency services if 
an emergency situation occurs).  A system of reporting should be established to 
record and deal with any instances that arise.  Links to the interpretation strategy 
would help to acheive this. 

2.4.21 This zone has limited locations for events or activities such as picnicking which 
tend to generate litter, so a recycling strategy is not appropriate.  Management 

works undertaken within the woods could generate material that should be 
composted or chipped for re-use within other areas of the site however.  Wood 
chippings can be used for planting areas or footpaths as much and cuttings 
composted for reuse in planting beds.  Care must be taken with management 
works of invasive species!

2.4.22 The access network within this area of woodland is generally restricted to a 
single looped track, in a varying state.  The DVLP have already comminsioned 
footpath improvement works that cover a strecth of FP23.  This is shown on the 
Public Rights of Way map in Appendix D.  Further improvement works should be 
continued throughout the zone to improve, in particular disabled, access.  Future 
development works as part of the future aspirations could be to introduce 
boardwalks and viewing platforms to allow better access to the wetland habitats.

2.4.23 The maintenance works for this area could be done, generally, by volunteers to 
undertake litter picks and inspections of access, interpretation,  general footpath 
repair, etc.  Contractors will be needed, possibly from the councils in house team, 
to undertake specialist works such as tree works that require climbing or the use 
of chainsaws etc. 

2.4.24 Interpretation in this zone is vital to help explain the various habitats and species 
that are present wihtin the landscape.  Species themed interpretation panels 
should be located along the footpaths to encourage users to pause and engage 
with the landscape.  Advertising working parties with local volunteer groups 
could help tie into the interpretation strategy.  Again all interpretation should be 
inkeeping with the central park branding.

2.4.25 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for exisitng 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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2.5 ZONE E  CANAL BASIN

2.5.1 Description and Key Features
 The canal basin consists of two linked open water bodies surrounded by amenity 

managed grassland. The northern boundary of the site consists of a broken 
stone wall along West Street (Worsbrough), interspersed with small blocks of 
broadleaved plantation woodland. The River Dove forms the southern edge, with 
small scale industrial buildings to the west, open areas of amenity grassland and 
woodland blocks to the east of the country park’s un-defined boundary. 

2.5.2 The land slopes gently from west to east following the course of the canal and 
River Dove. The northern grassland edge slopes south towards the canal. The 
banks of the river channel are relatively steep, until the water course widens and 
shallow at the eastern end of the site. 

2.5.3 Almost two thirds of this zone consists of the amenity managed grassland, with 
the open water of the remnant canal running through the centre of the site. The 
channel of the River Dove forms the southern boundary, which is wooded along 
its edge. The amenity grassland to the north of the canal contains small plantation 
blocks, which stop abruptly at the highway edge of West Street.

2.5.4 This zone is generally rectilinear, long and thin in form running east west, with a 
mixture of woodland, grassland and aquatic habitat.

2.5.5 The Zone is predominantly open throughout, including parts of the boundary 
to the north and along the eastern edge, which merges into an adjacent area of 
amenity grassland/plantation mix. 

2.5.6 The canal basin is very close to the outskirts of Worsbrough village and therefore 
it is extremely accessible for regular recreational use by local people. Although the 
area used by the fishing club has a tranquil feel, you are always aware of the traffic 
along West Street and the main A61 and the amenity grassland can be used for 
active recreation. 

2.5.7 Although no formal, surfaced footpaths cross the site, the land is reasonably 
accessible throughout with naturally worn paths, especially around the edge of the 
canal. Routes flow easily from the adjacent built areas and through the site to the 
east. There is a direct connection to the Trans Pennine Trail, running immediately 
to the north and a footbridge to the south across the R. Dove, onto the footpath 
network (not fully accessible due to severe topography) through Zone F, the 
Woodland Bank. The Canal Basin is completely separated from the main Country 
Park by the A61 Sheffield Road.

2.5.8 The canal basin is regularly used by local people, many of whom are dog-walkers. A 
variety of recreational activities occurs on the regularly mown grassland, including 
BMX users who are occupying the woodland edge to the south, with home-
made excavations for ‘jumps’, etc. The WWRAC angling club members are regular 
visitors to the canal for casual and match fishing.

2.5.9 It is assumed that the amenity grassland areas around the remnant canal basin is 
regularly mown under a formal BMBC maintenance contract, probably associated 
with other local amenity spaces. On the southern side of the canal, the mowing 
regime is less frequent and the dead grass left from periodic mowing has remained 
on the ground, which has led to a large area of ‘burning’, likely to have been caused 
by an act of anti-social behavior. It has been highlighted that the angling club 
undertake some grass maintenance close to the canal edge, especially giving access 
to the fishing pegs. Volunteer work is evident on the path routes along the north 
leading down to the canal and also at an informal picnic site formed alongside the 
TPT. Some litter picking by local volunteers is occasionally undertaken, but not on 
a formal basis. 

2.5.10 The canal basin has all the hallmarks of an urban fringe municipal park with open 
mown amenity grassland and local fishing pond, except it exists without a network 
of fully accessible paths and associated signage. Despite the more formal amenity 
grass mowing, much of the zone shows signs of neglect, with un-maintained 
boundaries, scrub areas and fly tipping with den building found sporadically within 
the small plantation blocks. Lack of informative or directional signage, together 
with the absence of interpretation or formal entrance points, detracts from any 
sense of ‘country park’ status.   

2.5.11 A large area of amenity-managed grassland, surrounded by small areas of scrub 
vegetation and segregated blocks of medium aged broad leaved plantation 
woodland. Margins of mixed wetland herbaceous vegetation, including reed & 
typha, surround the open water of the remnant canal
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2.5 ZONE E  CANAL BASIN (continued)

2.5.12 The zone includes open water, river and woodland edge habitats, which have their 
intrinsic biodiversity interest, however this is compromised throughout by regular 
human intervention. The dominating grassland is not species rich and has little 
ecological or habitat value. (Refer to BMP in Appendix A for greater detail).

2.5.13 This section of the WMCP has long been associated with heavy industry, mainly 
dominated by mining, with its associated foundries and iron-working, but also 
including glass production as referenced on a map of 1851. The Dearne & Dove 
Canal was completed in 1804 to serve the various industries of the area, of which 
only the canal basin remains, having been superseded by railway options. A number 
of tramways radiating from the surrounding area, terminated at the canal basin 
wharfs, to carry coal, ore and manufactured goods. 

2.5.14 Function

2.5.15  The primary function of this zone is amenity, with a secondary function as habitat. 

2.5.16 Aims

2.5.17 The management of Zone E aims to create a more habitat rich environment, 
whilst maintaining the zones amenity use for fishing and other forms of recreation.

2.5.18 The management is focussed towards creating habitat so a more relaxed 
management regime is appropriate in general, with tighter control around 
entrances, boundaries and interpretation to explain this is still a managed 
landscape.

2.5.19 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.5.20 This zone is primarily owned by BMBC with a tenancy agreement with Wombwell 
White Rose Angling Club (WWRAC) that allows them to fish the canal basin.  
According to the land ownership plan from BMBC they do not own the eastern 
extent of the park.  This needs to be clarified. 

2.5.21 This is again, one of the farthest points from the busy hub of the site, and as 
such instances of anti-social behaviour are noticeable.  Graffiti is generally less 
prevalent, but vandalism, in particular arson, is quite common.  There are a 
number of instances of melted bins, burnt benches and trees and even grass 
cuttings have been set alight!  Increased presence of wardens, again either full 
time, volunteers or member of WWRAC, would help to discourage this, as well as 
clear identification that this area is part of the park.  A system of reporting should 
be established to record and deal with any instances that arise.  Links to the 
interpretation strategy would help to acheive this. 

2.5.22 Most of the litter generation in this zone is focussed within the areas of 
woodland and around the canal basin.  A policy of ‘take litter home’ should again 
be reinforced here, with volunteer groups able to undertake regular litter picks.  
Removal of the litter bins and inclusion in the interpretation strategy would help 
to reinforce this philosophy.  Again habitat management works could generate 
material for re-use around the park through shredding for mulch or composting.  
Invasive species are present in this area and care must again be taken not to allow 
them to spread!

2.5.23 The access network within this area is generally free flowing through the open 
meadows.  Management works proposed to allow areas of scrub and meadow 
to be left and a formal footpath network established.  This should include varied 
routes, allowing choices to be made along the way.  Links the central Mill hub 
should be included through themed, measured and timed walks starting or running 
through the Mill complex.

2.5.24 The maintenance works for this area could be done,by volunteers, in particularly 
WWRAC, to undertake litter picks and inspections of access, interpretation,  
general footpath repair, etc.  Contractors will be needed, possibly from the 
councils in house team, to undertake specialist works such as tree works that 
require climbing or the use of chainsaws etc. 

2.5.25 Interpretation is vital throughout this area to reinforce that it is part of the park.  
The A61 separates this area from the ‘main body’ of the park and the extent is 
unclear.  All interpretation should be inkeeping with the central park branding.

2.5.26 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for existing 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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2.6 ZONE F  WOODLAND BANK

2.6.1 Description and Key Features
 A densely wooded north-west facing embankment overlooking the River Dove 

and south east of the A61 Sheffield Road. The continuous stretch of woodland, 
containing the locally known Woolley Bank and Bell Bank Woods, is briefly cut by 
Worsbrough Road, from which the woodland narrows eastwards, but to the west 
the bluff swings around to be more westerly facing.

2.6.2 The landscape zone sits exclusively on a steeply sloped north west facing 
escarpment, running from the south west, following the A61 into Worsbrough, 
then heading north eastwards descending down to the River Dove on the edge of 
Zone E.

2.6.3 Almost completely covered by dense semi-natural broadleaved woodland, with an 
80% high forest cover of over 10m high. 

2.6.4 A dense woodland tapestry of mixed tones and textures formed by the mature 
canopy of broadleaved tree species. The woodland forms a natural pattern of 
competing mixed aged trees and shrub species, with some more rigid plantation 
structures. The high canopy covers a thin understorey, dominated by bramble, but 
with a plentiful carpet of leaf litter.

2.6.5 The Woodland Bank is a completely enclosed woodland zone, with few footpath 
routes into and through the dense vegetation layers, although some areas have 
a more open woodland floor, deeply mulched with leaf-litter. Viewed from 
the outside it is not possible to see through the woodland belt, nor view the 
neighbouring landscapes from within, such is the level of enclosure. Despite the 
enclosed nature of the woodland it is an attractive and desirable landscape to pass 
through, although there are presently severe access limitations.

2.6.6 Despite the proximity of the main Sheffield Road to the north, the heart of the 
woodland is a quiet and tranquil place, noted for its bird-song and undisturbed 

woodland floor. 

2.6.7 The limited routes through the woodland are accessible by the able bodied only 
with steep slopes and un-surfaced paths, which are extremely slippery during wet 
periods. Although there is a bridge over the R. Dove linking the zone with the 
canal basin to the north there are no formal destinations beyond the boundaries 
of the woodland. There appears to be a remnant route which once ran north 
from the R.Dove bridge and then due east through the wood to the most easterly 
point, where another bridged crossing returned back to the basin. Unfortunately, 
the crossing was washed away in recent floods leaving the loss of a potential 
circular route connection. Elsewhere, there is the opportunity to link with the 
open heath landscape of the ex Barrow Colliery site to the south, either via the 
line of the dismantled railway at the extreme eastern edge of Woodland Bank, or 
through the woodland adjacent to Worsbrough Road to the south west corner. 
These options would then link directly to the wider footpath network, including 
existing Public Rights of Way.

2.6.8 Such an inaccessible woodland site presently has a low level of use except for 
local people who know the terrain or can navigate the informal routes within. 
The site is occasionally visited by bird-watchers and has been used for ecological 
and wood management study. From a negative perspective, there is evidence of 
trials motorcyclists using this zone, which is inevitably undesirable and potential 
damaging to the mainly undisturbed area of biodiversity. This access is over the 
R.Dove bridge, which presently has no deterrent barriers, nor explanatory signage 
to emphasise the sensitivity of the site. 

2.6.9 There is little evidence of on-going maintenance within the Woodland Bank Zone. 
(Please refer to the Biodiversity Plan for maintenance options and details).

2.6.10 Lack of signage and defined routes tend to deter all but the locally knowledgeable 
or adventurous from using this extensive area of the country park. There exists is 
a feeling of dense and impenetrable woodland, which is accentuated by the steep 
topography, therefore the woodland is rarely accessed by more general visitors 
from beyond the immediate neighbourhood.

2.6.11 The vegetation is mature woodland dominating almost continually across the 
Woodland Bank Zone. Generally, the woodland is semi natural throughout with 
ash, sessile oak and hawthorn being the constant native species. However, non-
native and naturalized tree species, such as sycamore, sweet chestnut and beech 
can be found in various densities throughout the wood, especially where more 
recent plantation stands have been planted. The invasion by Himalayan Balsam is 
an issue which needs to be addressed from a biodiversity perspective, in relation 
to future management priorities. (Please refer to the Biodiversity Plan for shrub, 
understorey and field species details and distribution.)
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2.6 ZONE F  WOODLAND BANK (continued)

2.6.12 Dense mature woodland habitat with associated flora and fauna species, which are
 quantified, qualified and prioritized within the Biodiversity Management Plan.

2.6.13 The woodland landscape is inevitably linked with the industrial history of the 
R.Dove valley as discussed in Landscape Zones A,B & E. It is likely that although 
the topography has probably prevented wholesale tree felling, some mature timber 
had been harvested to support the various adjacent industrial activities, including 
construction timber and pit-props, although wholesale felling occurred where the 
topography was more favourable. The introduction of plantation stands is likely to 
have been to replace previously existing woodland in the area.

2.6.14 Function

2.6.15 The primary function of this zone is  habitat, with a secondary function for 
amenity. 

2.6.16  Aims

2.6.17 The management of Zone F aims to maintain the diverse woodland and create a 
more stuctured shrub layer, in particular through control of invasive species.

2.6.18 The function as habitat allows for a more relaxed management regime.  Although 
invasive species control will require a more controlled management at times.

 

2.6.19 Key Objectives
 This section will set out key objectives for this management zone as to address 

relevant concerns from the 2014/2015 Green Flag review.

2.4.20 This zone falls entirely wihtin BMBC’s land ownership.

2.6.21 This area again shows signs of anti-social behavior including arson and motorbike 
use, which is presumably because of the local topography.  Increased presence 
of wardens, again either full timeor volunteers, would help to discourage this, as 
well as clear identification that this area is part of the park.  A system of reporting 
should be established to record and deal with any instances that arise.  Links to 
the interpretation strategy would help to acheive this. 

2.6.22 This zone has limited locations for litter generation or energy use so a recylcing 
strategy in unnecessary.  The ‘take litter home’ policy for the park should again be 
reinforced here through interpretation and no provision of litter bins (which tend 
to attract vandalism).  Again habitat management works could generate material 
for re-use around other areas of the park, but care must be taken with the 
presence of invasive species.

2.6.23 There is a vast network of footpaths present throughout this area of woodland 
and the sloping topography lends itself well to the inclusion of mountain biking and 
bmx routes.  This should be encourage in specific areas to deter them from using 
other, less desirable areas of the park and could improve links between here and 
the ‘ex-tip’ landscape which is perfect for this sort of activity.  Improved pedestrian 
networks should be strongly linked to the central Mill hub through timed and 
measured walks.

2.6.24 The maintenance works for this area could be done, generally, by volunteers to 
undertake litter picks and inspections of access, interpretation,  general footpath 
repair, etc.  Contractors will be needed, possibly from the councils in house team, 
to undertake specialist works such as tree works that require climbing, repairs to 
steps or the use of chainsaws etc. 

2.6.25 Interpretation throughout this area is again vital to explain that it is part of the 
park.  All interpretation should be inkeeping with the central park branding.

2.6.26 The Landscape Features Audit highlights some suggested actions for exisitng 
features within the park.  Refer to Appendix F.
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Section 3

3.0  Management Proposals
3.0.1 The following action plans provide a graphic summary of the pratical works that 

are planned for the habitats within the park.  More detailed maps and annual work 
pans are contained within Section 5 of the BMP (Appendix A).

3.0.2 The following drawings show the active management works for years 1 - 5

 3.1 -   Year One Proposals (0974 100)

 3.2 -   Year Two Proposals (0974 101)

 3.3 -   Year Three Proposals (0974 102)

 3.4 -   Year Four Proposals (0974 103)

 3.5 -   Year Five Proposals (0974 104)
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Section 4

4.0  Future Aspirations
4.0.1 The philosophy that has driven the recommendations within this plan is that of; 

Protect,  Enhance, Develop  
4.0.2 This has looked towards;
 •  Protecting the assets and features the park already has; 
 •  Ways to enhance the amount and quality of these assets; and 
 •  Finally to develop these assets for the benefit of the park, wildlife and local 

community long into the future.

4.0.3 The CMP has been created to deal with the protection and intial stages of 
enhancing the park’s features, with a focus on retaining and securing the park’s 
Green Flag and Country Park accreditation.

4.0.4 The future aspirations section has been included to highlight opportunities 
to build upon the intial seven objectives and give some future development 
aspirations for the park and management plans that will follow.

4.1 Actions

4.1.1 The key outcome from the analysis of the park’s current situation is that there 
needs to be a single, dedicated point of contact for interested parties to liaise with 
and to co-ordinate the running of the park.  

4.1.2 Securing Green Flag and Country Park status will instil a confidence of a safe and 
cared for desitination to attract volunteers and groups.

4.1.3 The implementation of the proposals for a bakery development, working in 
conjunction with the mill and cafe, would create a major destination and help to 
maximise a source of revenue for the park.

4.1.4 There are a number of empty units within the main mill complex.  Letting these 
to suitable retailers would further increase the revenue source for the park and 
introduce additional draws to increase footfall within the park.

4.1.5 The park needs a strong, definitive identity.  This could be scheduled to coincide 
with the opening of the bakery and trigger a complete ‘rebranding’ opportunity.

4.1.6 Building on the rebranding, physical markers to announce users arrival within the 
park, in particular along the A61 which currently splits the site in two, would help 
to announce and celebrate the park while ‘joining’ the two halves together.

4.1.7 As well as highlighting the park’s presence through distinguishing its own identity, 
exploiting the surrounding public access network to join the park to neighbouring 
areas should be investigated.  This would include links to the TPT - the possibility 
of diverting a loop through the park, links to the ‘ex-tip’ site - the topography of 
this area would make it perfect for mountain, trials and bmx biking.

4.1.8 The public access network surrounding the site should feed into a strongly 
defined and identified internal access network allowing the full extent of the site 
to be explored and enjoyed by users.  This could include themed walks to interest 
local school children, measured and timed walks to encourage healthier lifestyles 
and presents an opportunity for the park to work with local health professionals 
like the NHS and fully accessible path networks that would allow disabled people 
to explore the site.

4.1.9 To aid with the establishment of a strong identity and clearly defined access 
network a distinctive interpretation and artwork strategy should be created and 
implemented.  This will help to engage visitors and can be implemented with the 
help of local volunteers and groups to increase the sense of ownership of the site.

4.1.10 Further activities to engage the local community and volunteers groups, including 
working parties and events, would increase the publicity of the site, act as revenue 
generation and provide free, albeit temporary, staffing and policing.

Figure 1 - Artists Impression of viewing platforms as part of improved access network.
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